THIS patient was suffering from chronic miielancholia, and was an inmate of Hanwell Asylum. He (Dr. Crocker) was responsible for the diagnosis. A case had been shown in this country by Stowers, and there were a few cases on record by Freche and others. The disease had a tendency to spread from the finger-ends upwards, but it seldomll went beyond the ends, and it was extremely liable to relapses and recurrences. The toes were apt to be affected.
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In answer to Sir Malcolm Morris, who asked whether there was any peripheral neuritis, Dr. Crocker said that he was not aware of it,. He added that the disease was somewhat allied to what he had described as dermatitis repens, but at the same time had distinctive differences. That disease spread peripherally, but it did heal and did not tend to recur. One did not get relapses in the old cases as one did in these. Acro-dermatitis perstans was characterized by its persistence and tendency to constant spread. He had had a case in private which was, so far as he knew, cured by persistently soaking the nails in lead lotion, and afterwards doing them up with linseed ointmiient.
In reply to a further question, Dr. Crocker said that a cultivation was taken two davs before, and if the treatml-ent he had described was not successful they w-ould see what vaccination would do.
Dr. J. J. PRINGLE said that a considerable number of suchl cases occurred, although usually of much less intensity than the one shiown. His impression, as a result of a study of similar cases for many years, was that it was an acrodermatitic eczema. In the first instance there was a good deal of pain complained of in the fingers, occurring usually in lhysterical and neurotic womiien, an(l not infrequently accompanied by essentially neurotic disease. He believed that owing to the disease the nutrition of the skin wvas impaired, giving rise to pus cocci. He suggested that permanent immersion in a hot concentrated boric solution would very likely do considerable good in this case. He believed the disease to be quite a minor one, accompanying one or other of the diseases roughly classified as neurotic. He (Dr. Pringle) hlad written a description of it in Quain's "Dictionary of Mledicine." 40 at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
